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PRIVATE AND CORPORATE PRAYER
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Christ himelf is personally
pregent, as the supreme and only
minister of the saecrament, as the
unique and eternal High:Priest of
the New Covenant- The Eucharish
is not spmebhing that we do perform
or offer, it is primarily what God is
doing for ps: Christ is coming again
to the feithiul: The Eucharist is
bagically jnst the Last Supper, ex-
tended and continaed This ultimate
identity is stressed throughout the
whole rite in the Esstern Chorch-
1t had been vigorosly emphasized
by St- Jobn Chrysostome * in  hig
preaching There is no repetition,

No repetifon is possible The Euch— «

arist is8 one, bub it is revealed again
and again, becapse the sacrifice of
Christ was  all-inclogive, Com-

npion means precisely a pazbiei-
pation in the Liast Supperitsel’: we
are taken ourselves to the Upper
Room, where the sacrament was
first instituted and adminisbered
by the Saviour Himself. We are
teken baok into His presence: The
mystery is one and ever the same;
as'the sacrifice is ope, and the ta.b.la
is ever one Not ope Lamb is slain
to-day and enother yesterday; nof
one here, and another anywhere
else- But the pame always and
everywhere, — one very Lamb of
God, “which taketh away the sin
of the world®’, even the Lord Jegus
Christ i present both as the priest,
and the vigtim. Christ is celebra-
“PE the gwecrament Himeelf and is
Biving eppin 6o IHis members
His precious body
28 the fgod of
;?: food of the enternal life

"he Chursh but raciaves the gift.
¥eb the Chureh is nut passive, even
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and blood,
Redemption, &8s

By The Rev. Dr George F_lorovsky
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while receivirg the giflt of Rede-
mption Christ in fhe sacrament
is not separated from His body,
the body of btbe Christian- The
mystery of the Chuorch is precisely
in tha% Christ abides and dwells
in the\ believers, and they, by
faith, abide sod dwell in Him- Tha
Church coptinues and carries on
the ministry of Redemption, or,
rather, Chrigt is ocontinuing and
carrying it through and in the
" OBureh Christians are ealled to
“follow’’ Him- They have to walk
in His steps. It ig not merely an
ethical commandment- [t implies
an existential identification of the
memhers with the Head  As the
mystery of the Chureh. the Euch-
arish is the realisation of the
Chureh. The Chureh is real in so
for as it is gathered in Qar Lord,
when all her members are traly
incorporated into Him and His
rigsén lijfe when they are nonrisbed
on the same spiritual food and
filled by the Spirit with the same
risen life- The unity of the Charah
is constituted by the unity of the
Spirit, and faith is bua% a recinient
of the Grace- We are one body,
because we partake of the same
Bread of Life, of the same esleshial
food- Thus, the Church is the
growing ‘‘fullness’” of Ohrist: Tt
- grows praecisely throngh tbhe sagra=
ments- Thig means that Chureh’s
unity is the gift of God, and nob'a
human work or achievement Yat,

it inclades and implies homan
participation too, an  acbive
responge of the redeemed. As a

gacred rite, the FEacharist is an
act of common worship, & froe

“ggreement’’ of many to sbay and

" pray together- The neme "]}ﬁurgy”

itself suggestis precisely a common
sobion. It is exaclly an ‘‘acticn®’,
not only & word. In this connee-
tion it is most significant that all
Bucharistic prayers are composed
in the plural- And even the prayar
of consecration is recited by &the

- priest in the plural,—for he ia of-

fering preyers in $he name and op
behalf oi the iaithful, of all &hs
people. 1t is not in his own name
that the priest celebrates, but in
the pame of the people, ag it is
from the people too, that the gifts
are offered and spread forth on the
Altar, for consecration: ‘Of courga
it is the priest oaly who .is given
this aubbority to offer the common
sopplications or to speak in the
name of all And fhig aubhority
is given not by the people, but by
Ckrist Himself, who is the troe
Minigter of all mysteries. . The
Minigter dqes not represent the
oongregation only, but - Christ
ebove all, who ig truly ministering
o t'he. veople, througn human
mediation- The minister aots nob
only In personal ecoclesiae, bab
primarily in  persona Christi-
Authority is given to the minister
not by the congregafion, buot for
the congregation, as one of the
manifold giits of the Spirit And
in the name of the whola Chursh
bhe priest speaks: we pray: Now,
this'we’ hag in the liburgical prayer
& dooble maaning: First,
tokens the unity of the astaamb.wd
Churoh, btha undivided Ohristisn
fellowship of all thosa who pray-
[ Thou, who bast given ns grace al
this time with one accord to make
our common sopplication ungo,

it be-,
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Thag......." (Prayer of St John
Chrysostomae; also in. the Anglican
“Common Prayer Book”)- And
this ‘‘accord’”’ is not & msre com-—
posite of many private and saparte
prayers, The true accard pre-
supposes some mubual identifica -
tion of thosa who join and “‘agree’’.
Ona has to pray not as a relf-
conteined individaal, but precisealy
es & member of the Body, of the
mysfical fellowghip in Christ: The
prayer of congecrstion is preceded,
in the Eastern rite, by a solemn
invitation: ‘Let us lova ons
another, that so with one mind we
may acknowledes the Father, the
Son, and the Haly Spirit, the Tri-
nity consubstantial and undivided’’ -
Love in Carist is the only means
of the  epiritoal integration, the
only means to have ‘“‘ona mind’’-
And only through this integration
of cor minds we ean approach and
poknowladge 'the ulbimate mystery
of tha Divire Unity: three Parsons,
vet One God, one perfect Baing.
The mystery of Trinity is exactly
the mystery of a perfect unity of
many. This mystery is to be re-
flected on the human level.. The
Church, as an integrated fellowship
of many, is the only image of the
Divine nnity: The Chureh; esfab-
lished by Christ, is the rew moda
of human exigtence, the “eatholic”
mode of life, opposed to all selfish
and divisive individoalisms: Only
loye, in Chrigt, can enable men fo
bring their offerings worthly and
traly: Not only becanse the lack of
peace and love would be e personal
failure: bub just because we, the
whole people, shounld be one- In
the phrase of 85 QOyprian, “‘when
we prav we do not pray for one bub
for the whole people, because we,
the whale, are one”, quia totas
populugd vnum somus (On Lord’g
prayer, 3)...And secondly, the litu-
rgical ploral, the liturgical “we’’,
has gnother and dﬁapar meaning
and connotation: It points out o
the universal fullness and unity
of the Church:  For every liburgy
ig celebrated in commuion with
the whole Chureh Catholic and
Unpiversal, and in the name of the
whola Chureh:  And epiritually in
every ﬂalahr&t_iqn the whole Churgh
tnkes 80 invisible; yebt very effe~
otive parb. — “the whele company
o] the Powers of

of heaven”, "Now bhe R
Heaven with 18 invisibly do mi.
the Church on earth

nigte[‘..-And 3 i

¥ he gloriong
renaaty and proolsims b
epea Saraphim,

Bong of the

it power fo

ig nob only a rememhrance,

repeaby .

aild Qdu mﬂcﬁ&u‘lﬂ

these heavenly Hallslujahs, for.in
Charist Jesns the Chuoreh of the
Angels and the Charch of men
have become one...lsikwise finers
is no division between the living
and deparbed within Chuoreh, bs-
cause the power of death is
overcome and deafh itself abolished
hy the glorions resurrbetion of
the Liord, who is the Head of
His Body: Thera is no final sepa-
ration  between “‘aarth”  and
“‘heanven’’ after Ohrist- This con
gtitutes the naw spiritual climate
in the Charch “As we sgfand in

tha homsa of Thy .glory; it
is thongh we sfood in heaven
itgell ” For, indeed, “Thoun hast

brought heaven to earth by The
wondrong condeseansion...In &the
unity of Christ’s Body death loses
geparate: The de-
parted, who reat in the ponce of
Chrigt, are sbill with the living,
for in Christ all are bnf ona. And
therefore the Jdeparted avs comme-
morated at every cslebration. If
) nob
only a witness of our human sym-
pathy and love, buaf rather an
insight info the mystical fellow-
ghip of all believers, living and
deparfed in Christ, t}:}e common
Risen Loord- In ‘this 'sense, tha
Eucharist is the mystery of the
Church, or rather — the mystery of
the whole Church...ln the Euacharish
is the Church awarse and conscio?s
of her ultimata uvrity, and :&ntim—
pates its final perfection, in tt{e
agé to come. The Encharist is
not only an expression of our
homan fellowship and of ounr
homan brotherhood bat above all
an expression of the Divine mystery
of redemptbion: Ib is primarily an
image of the Divine @eed- It ig
@ mystery of Christ, who redeemsg
and unnites all and overcomes all
broders of space and fime, of age
and rece BEyery bGime that thg
Fuocharist is celebratied we witness
o, wa live in, this prefect unity
initiated and insugurated by the
Tnearnate and Risen Liord, and we
pray in the nmame of &ll mankingd
of all those who have been called
and have responded fto- the eall,
We pray as the Church, — the
whole Chureh prays with us ang
in ug. And therefore the whola
fullness of life is to bhe eommg-
morated in Eucharistic prayer the
fullness of human existenes ig tq
be offered end dedicated to @og
in Christ, — the whole of God’s'
Providence is to ba rememhbargd

- whole world,

‘maltitade of namasg,;

segoud F

&ad acknowledged with spiritgal
bhanksgiving And therefore tha
prayer of coinsecration is framed
into the story of salvation We
bear witness to the radeeming
plan aod porpose of God, snd we
braca them through all the ssaces
of their g-adaal] realisation, which
are recorded in the gacrad story
of tha Bible: Agnin, the litargical
commemorabion has a coimia cha—
ractor and secope- It includes the
the whole . realm of

eraation: ' Wa gffgr Thea this

reas2 ‘able service for all he worid

for the Holy GCathol; :

giolic Chargh A!:'dw e
Boes on to menkion by namss all
P’hosa f?r whom it is offered.
N:ime’ meang paraonalily Ang
tha3i the commemoruation of tha
metl‘lbﬂt"s of the Church by names
at the Bucharistic offering points
ta? the facy that eagh peraon hag
bis own place in the complateners

of the ons Body. W, tod *
help our limited S et

the praver

meamory: “and
iihoae whom wa, throngh ingno-
rance, or forgehfulneaa, or the

have not pe-
Tayself eall
Enowest the
nama  of eagh *
Bagil). The Euacha-

ation embodijg
8 a
embraces algo all complex sifugd

tions of our life n I

pon ‘earths ¢
Thou Thyselt all things qnps g?
men, O thou who Enowegt avery

man, his petiti i
hig ;med_"p o> his abodg, ang

veople iy bPraying fop
Eaaple- And thig prayerr ighsrh;xv it
o toknowios o

aotied fj

fallen‘raee "Fofrlr:fl,t::o Eedeeﬁ'n i
ud forfh from nothing, a,r:é‘ilghbest
:.ve&iwere fallen diq. raige uwhﬁﬂ
cfbr[il a..nd leava Dobhing uusd s
i usnr':rus to ?erwen and tg b ‘tﬁﬂﬂ
h']\:;h kingdom which E,igls 0::!
e :ctEiuuea,hlriBLi'i thus firgg
e .S !.-nesa,
the grace of nglfnoghl:d;eh?lznt.;:f
ite

a3 a (ag : -
story of E?Md OTientation ... The

membersd, do thng
to mind, O God, who
8ge and the
(Anaphora of S6,
ristic commemor

ahe‘praya for
this broken
apon fhe
atherad Go=

¢

wag 8oattargq
d being B

00 again the wholg
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,» P K. Chacko, Alwaye.

K. E: CHERIAN,
General Manager.
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Thenght for the Week

Tha chorch, as choreh hag no
interest in establishment, endow-
ment or eny soch thing. Its officers
and members are very much infer=
. esfed in these mafiters as christien
citizens cr even as personally
afiected, but not as members of
the body of christ who had not
where to lay His head-: (

Avrchbishop Temple-
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